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Building Climate Zone Description

"Building Climates Zones" or California Climate Zone Descriptions for New Buildings 
 California is divided into 16 climatic boundaries or climate zones, which is incorporated into the Energy Efficiency Standards (Energy Code).
 Each Climate zone has a unique climatic condition that dictates which minimum efficiency requirements are needed for that specific climate zone.
 For an example; Climate zone 12 is bounded by other surrounding climate zones such as 11, 16, 13, 4, 3, and 2 and each with its unique weather characteristics.
 In Climate Zone 12 it is required for construction to install an R-38 in the ceilings, R-19 in the walls and high efficiency glass. 
Other climate zones may use less and have other efficiency requirements. 

The Climate Zone Description Manual was developed from weather tapes information, which are modeled in approved simulation program to include modeling of
new commercial and residential buildings. Such simulations established a base line to be cost effective with energy code. 
Therefore The Climate Zone Description Manual describes each climate zone boundaries and list most California cities with its associated climate zone number. 
For Example; Sacramento is Climate Zone 12, San Francisco is Climate Zone 3 and Lake Tahoe is Climate Zone 16. 
The climate zone must be first determined before any new or renovation construction is began in order to ensure the proper efficiency energy features are used
 for that specific Climate Zone. 
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